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SUBJ: SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS CONVICTION OP PROMINENT LITERARY 
FIGURES 

1. ON JULY 27 SUPREME COURT UPHELD CONVICTIONS OP NOVELIST 
YI HO-CHOL AND LITERARY CRITICS IM HON-YONG, KIM U-CHONG 
AND CHANG PYONG-HUI FOR VIOLATION OF ANTI-COMMUNIST AND 
NATIONAL SECURITY LAWS. DEFENDANTS WELL KNOWN IN LITERARY 
CIRCLES AND HAD BEEN ACTIVE IN CRITICISM OF ROKG IN PERIOD 
1972-73. CONVICTIONS BASED ON DEPENDANTS HAVING PERMITTED 
PUBLICATION OP SOME OF THEIR WORK IN KOREAN MAGAZINE PUBLISHED 
IN JAPAN ALLEGEDLY WITH DPRK SUPPORT. 

2. ORIGINAL TRIAL TOOK PLACE FROM MARCH 12 TO JUNE 28, 1974. 
DEFENDANTS NOT IN PRISON BUT EVIDENTLY PURSUED APPEALS TO 
CLEAR PERSONAL RECORDS OF CONVICTIONS. SUPREME COURT DECISION 
WILL NOT APFECT THEIR STATUS AND ALL DEPENDANTS WILL CONTINUE 
AT LIBERTY, THREE OF THEM, HOWEVER, ON PROBATION. SENTENCES 

AS UPHELD BY SUPREME COURT WERE: YI HO-CHOL-ONE AND ONE HALF 
YEARS IMPRISONMENT, TWO YEARS SUSPENSION OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
THREE YEARS PROBATION; IM HON-YONG-ONE YEAR IMPRISONMENT, 

ONE YEAR SUSPENSION OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND 

TWO YEARS PROBATION; KIM U-CHONG-ONE YEAR IMPRISONMENT, 
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CHANG PYONG-HUI-ONE YEAR IMPRISONMENT. 

3. EMBASSY UNABLE REFERENCE PREVIOUS REPORTING ON THIS CASE 
AS 1974 FILES HAVE BEEN RETIRED. 

4. COMMENT: SUPREME COURT DECISION WAS EXPECTED AND IS NOT 
LIKELY TO GENERATE NEW PUBLIC INTEREST IN THIS CASE. 

STERN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL REPRESSION, DISSIDENT FACTIONS, COURT DECISIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 29 JUL 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976SEOUL05875 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760293-0035 
From: SEOUL 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1976079/aaaaahhr.tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28 MAY 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <28 MAY 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS CONVICTION OF PROMINENT LITERARY FIGURES 
TAGS: PINT, KS, (Yl HO CHOL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



